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Abstract 
Our aim in this collection is to challenge the ways in which ‘Muslims’ as a social category are 
imagined in popular, policy and even some academic circles. The title ‘New Muslims’ indexes 
both this conceptual shift and the changing contours of ‘the Muslim community’ in 21st-century 
Britain. It argues for renewed assessments of Muslims in Britain today – beyond the discourses 
of securitization, segregation or sharia law – to recognize the multidimensionality of Muslim 
lives and their place within a broader struggle for equality, citizenship and social justice.  
 
This collection emerged from a workshop on ‘The New Muslims’ and a panel on ‘The Muslim 
Question’ held at University of Manchester in 2013. The event was funded as part of the ESRC 
project ‘Revisiting the Asian Gang: Continuity, Change and Transformation’ (Award No. 
ES/1032274/1). We are grateful to the ESRC and the Department of Sociology at Manchester 
for supporting both the event and this publication. 
 
Contents 
 
Foreword 2 
Introduction: The New Muslims 
Claire Alexander, Victoria Redclift and Ajmal Hussain 
3 
SECTION I: THE MUSLIM QUESTION 
1. The Muslim Question(s): Reflections from a Race  and Ethnic Studies 
Perspective 
Claire Alexander 
5 
2. Doing the “Muslim Question” in Different Voices 
AbdoolKarim Vakil 
8 
3. Engaged Muslim Citizenship in Europe 
Nasar Meer 
10 
4. Gendering the Muslim Question 
Fauzia Ahmad 
13 
SECTION II: THE NEW MUSLIMS 
5. Muslims in England and Wales: Evidence from the 2011 Census 
Stephen Jivraj 
16 
6. Muslims and Military Service 
Vron Ware 
20 
7. Muslim Group Solidarity and Schooling 
Shamim Miah 
23 
8. Radio Muslims: Disparate Voices on the Same Wavelength 
Ajmal Hussain 
26 
9. 'You Don't Come to Maple or You Get Bullets in Your Head': Somali Youth, 
Risk Talk and the Realities of Risk Avoidance 
Will Mason 
28 
10. 'Hello, Jav, Got a New Motor?': Cars, (De)Racialization and Muslim Identity 
Yunis Alam 
31 
11. Imagining a Muslim Diaspora in Britain? Islamic Consciousness and 
Homelands Old and New 
Seán McLoughlin 
34 
12. Rethinking ‘the Muslim Community’:  Intra-minority Identity and 
Transnational Political Space 
Victoria Redclift 
37 
13. Along  the Fault Lines  of ‘British Justice for British Citizens’: Locating the 
Non-/British Muslim 
Nisha Kapoor 
40 
Biographical Notes on Contributors 43 
 
